
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Throughout history, scientists have used different methods of observation and testing to 
find out more about comets. First, they used their eyes to look into the sky. Over time, 
they applied what they knew about math, science and finally technology to further study 
these icy travelers. Now we have the ability to visit comets.  Scientists are always careful 
to record their observations and data. They use this research to build models to test and 
confirm their theories about comets. Deep Impact will use a spectrometer with a series of 
filters to collect different kinds of information about a comet. What can you discover 
about your ice cream “comet” using your sight, touch, smell and taste “filters” as though 
you were a spectrometer? 
 
What visual observations do you make about your ice cream comet?  
 
 
 
Take the cup you laid aside. Don’t taste this one. What are you able to 
tell by using your fingers to feel the ice cream comet? 
 
 
 
 
What are you able to tell about your comet using only your sense of 
smell?  
 
 
 
 
What are you able to tell about your comet adding your sense of taste? 
 
 
 
 
What explanations do you draw about the composition of your comet? 
 

Make a Comet Model
and Eat It!
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